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Green: Developments at firm, industry & Green: Developments at firm, industry & 
subnational levelssubnational levels 
Red: Developments at North American and Red: Developments at North American and 
national levelsnational levels 
Yellow: Incremental approachesYellow: Incremental approaches



Good news at the firm level: Good news at the firm level: 
““Green bandwagonGreen bandwagon””





CommentsComments

• Not altruistic
• Setting the bar high stimulates innovation
• “Green bandwagon” – But talk may still 

exceed action (and impact of recession)



Action at regional levelAction at regional level



CommentsComments

• State-provincial action a ploy?
• Impact of Republican take-over of state 

governments and House of 
Representatives – game changing?

• Danger of bottom-up approach – balkanize 
regulatory environment



Bad news at the North American & national level: Bad news at the North American & national level: 
what was slow moving has come to a dead stop what was slow moving has come to a dead stop 

and, worse, is now a political battlefield and, worse, is now a political battlefield 



““DeepDeep”” Integration in North AmericaIntegration in North America



CommentsComments

• NAFTA: The Anti-Europe
• “North American Union”? NEVER!
• No vision of “North America” – Just a free 

trade agreement among three sovereign 
nations

• North America: “institution lite”



Environmental InitiativesEnvironmental Initiatives

• NAFTA - Commission for Environmental 
Co-op

• North American Energy Working Group
• Security & Prosperity Partnership
• US-Canada Clean Energy Dialogue 
• US-Mexico Clean Energy & Climate 

Change Dialogue



Why didnWhy didn’’t these initiatives succeed?t these initiatives succeed?

• NAFTA development cut short by anti- 
globalization movement in 1990s
– NAFTA as “lightning rod”

• But also because system as is was working so 
well – “without government involvement” – 
“bottom up works”

• Lack of vision – no concept of NA transport 
policy

• Lack of institutionalization: When crisis came on, 
nothing in place to help manage



Big DifferenceBig Difference



CommentsComments

• “A sustainable transport policy”?  Not in 
North America

• Coordination? Collaboration? Continuing 
dialogue? Learning over time?

• Informed constituencies?
• Lack of institutionalization

• Failure of US & Canadian leadership 
• Failure of environmental policy in US 



We canWe can’’t do thist do this



What Happened in the US?What Happened in the US?
• Great start in 2008 
• But…

– Structure of 
governmental systems

– Events
– Politicization of climate 

issue 
– Shift in public opinion



Politicization of viewsPoliticization of views



Public OpinionPublic Opinion





BUT BUT –– the North American ECAthe North American ECA



Be careful about what you ask for: Be careful about what you ask for: 
you might get ityou might get it



Danger of Danger of ““IncrementalismIncrementalism””
• Incremental thinking may lead us in 

directions we really don’t want to go

• “Cleaner trucks” = More highway 
construction?

• Electric vehicles = more coal used?
• Less coal used = no more railways?
• Electric vehicles = Smart Grid?



Thank you!Thank you!
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